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PARTNERSHIP FOR NEW YORK CITY ANNOUNCES 

2009-2010 CLASS OF DAVID ROCKEFELLER FELLOWS 
 
NEW YORK, October 8, 2009 – The Partnership for New York City today announced the selection of 19 
senior business executives as David Rockefeller Fellows. Over the next eleven months these future civic 
leaders will learn the ins and outs of the City and how to become great corporate citizens of New York, 
following the lead of the Partnership’s founder, David Rockefeller. 
 
More than 250 executives have served as David Rockefeller Fellows since the program’s inception in 
1989. Every year, a new class of Fellows is nominated by CEOs who are members of the Partnership. 
The Fellows follow a rigorous schedule of meetings and field visits designed to give rising executives 
an insider understanding of what makes the city tick and how they can make a difference here. As the 
year progresses, the Fellows form a leadership network across industries and disciplines which 
strengthens the fabric of the City’s business community. Last year’s class of Rockefeller Fellows met 
privately with Joel Klein, Randi Weingarten, and Barry Diller, and visited the Con Edison Energy 
Control Center and Rikers Island. 
 
“The 2009-2010 David Rockefeller Fellows reflect the talent and civic commitment of New York’s 
business community,” said Kathryn Wylde, President & CEO of the Partnership for New York City. 
“An engaged and knowledgeable business leadership is even more important during times of 
economic challenge. These Fellows will help ensure that future generations of New Yorkers help 
advance our city's best interests." 

*** 

The Partnership for New York City (www.pfnyc.org) is a network of business leaders dedicated to enhancing the 
economy of the five boroughs of New York City and maintaining the city’s position as the center of world 
commerce, finance and innovation.   
 
(Biographical information on David Rockefeller Fellows attached) 

 



 
  
  
 
  

2009 – 2010 David Rockefeller Fellows Bios 
 

DANIEL M. BOOCKVAR is the Senior Vice President of Global Business Development at Weight 
Watchers International, Inc. He is responsible for development of new geographies and new business 
development to expand the reach of Weight Watchers outside its core channels and businesses. In 2008, 
he led the launch of Weight Watchers in China as well as the launch of new store concepts at Walmart. 
Prior to his current position, Mr. Boockvar held other senior management posts within Weight 
Watchers, including Vice President of Operations & Sales and Vice President & Assistant General 
Counsel. Mr. Boockvar serves on the Boards of the Harlem Success Charter School and the Mayer 
Foundation. He earned his B.A. and J.D. from the University of Pennsylvania.     

AUDREY CHOI is Managing Director and Head of the Environment, Social Finance and Community 
Reinvestment Group at Morgan Stanley, Inc. Prior to joining Morgan Stanley, Ms. Choi served in senior 
policy positions in the Clinton-Gore Administration including Chief of Staff of the Council of Economic 
Advisers, Policy Advisor in the Office of the Vice President, Director of Strategic Policy at the 
Commerce Department (NTIA), and White House Fellow at the FCC. She has also worked as a foreign 
correspondent and bureau chief for The Wall Street Journal. She is a Member of the Council on Foreign 
Relations and the American Council on Germany and serves on the Boards of the International 
Association of Microfinance Investors, the Harvard Business School Women’s Association and on the 
Leadership Council of Communities in Schools. Ms. Choi holds an A.B. and an M.B.A. from Harvard. 

FRANK DOYLE is an International Director at Jones Lang LaSalle, Inc., responsible for the firm’s agency 
leasing practice in New York City. Since joining the firm in 1988 he has initiated and completed 
numerous complex leasing transactions, representing owners like Dai-ichi Mutual Life Insurance, 
Boston Properties, The Paramount Group, Morgan Stanley, SL Green and Mutual of America. Prior to 
Jones Lang LaSalle, Mr. Doyle worked as an investment manager in the retail sales department of 
Drexel Burnham Lambert. He has served on the Board of Directors for the Real Estate Board of NY and 
is a member of the Young Men’s/Women’s Real Estate Association of NY. Mr. Doyle holds a B.A. in 
Economics from Dartmouth College and an M.B.A. from Columbia Business School.  

LESLIE GORDON FAGEN is a Senior Partner at the law firm of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison, 
LLP.  During his thirty years at the firm Mr. Fagen has handled an array of civil litigation matters, from 
general commercial litigation and intellectual property issues to product liability, real estate litigation 
and securities law.  He is a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers and also serves as an 
adjunct lecturer in law at Columbia Law School and an adjunct professor of law at Brooklyn Law 
School.  He is a director of the Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights Under Law and has served as a 
member of the Board of Trustees of Maimonides Medical Center. Noted as a leading attorney for 
Commercial Litigation by Chambers USA, Chambers Global, and Lawdragon 500, Mr. Fagen holds a 
B.A. from Yale College and a J.D. from Columbia Law School. 

CHRISTOPHER T. FURST is Executive Vice President and Chief Information Officer at NBC Universal, 
Inc. He is responsible for Information Technology applications, infrastructure and operations across 
NBC Universal’s entire portfolio of media properties. Mr. Furst has twice received the NBC Universal 
Media Works President’s Award and is a member of the NBC Universal Leadership Council and the 
GE IT Board of Directors. Prior to joining GE and NBC Universal, he was a Partner with Navint 
Consulting, where he was responsible for engagement leadership for all management and technology 
services for the Media & Entertainment practice. Mr. Furst received his B.S. in Management from 
Fairfield University, where he is a member of the President’s Circle and the Multicultural Scholarship 
fundraising committee. 

ALICIA GLEN is a Managing Director at Goldman, Sachs & Co. and head of the firm’s Urban Investment 
Group (UIG), which provides capital to underserved domestic urban markets. She serves on the UIG 
Investment Committee, as well as the firm's Diverse Business Engagement Committee and the Bank 
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Management Committee. Before joining Goldman Sachs, Ms. Glen was the Assistant Commissioner for 
Housing Finance at the New York City Department of Housing, Preservation and Development from 
1998 to 2002. A graduate of Amherst College and Columbia Law School, Ms. Glen serves on the Boards 
of the Corporation for Supportive Housing, the Penn Institute for Urban Research, the Bowery 
Residents Committee, the Citizens Housing and Planning Council and is a Trustee of the Citizens 
Budget Commission. 

GEORGE GUERRERO is Vice President of Investor Relations (IR) at AXA Equitable, a subsidiary of AXA 
Financial, Inc. He directs the execution of AXA's IR program for North America and is responsible for 
the development and management of AXA's competitive intelligence report for global distribution to 
the company’s senior management. During his ten years at AXA he has held a number of key roles, 
from overseeing and managing analysts within the AXA Funds Management Group to creating 
external and internal Investor Relations messages for a multitude of audiences. Mr. Guerrero received 
his B.S. in Accounting from Binghamton University and his M.B.A. from New York University. 

PHILIP GUIDO is IBM’s General Manager for the US East region.  He is responsible for the market 
development, sales and support of all IBM products and services. Mr. Guido’s 24-year career with IBM 
includes marketing, sales and delivery management. Prior to his current position, Mr. Guido was 
General Manager for the Managed Business Process Services line of business in the Americas.  He also 
directed market development and the launch of IBM’s e-business on demand strategy for the 
company’s Europe Middle East and Africa region. Mr. Guido is a graduate of Montclair State 
University and earned a Business Certificate for International Business from the University of 
Copenhagen, Denmark. 

JOHN T. HARPER is President of Store Operations for Macy’s, Inc. An industry veteran with 25 years of 
experience, Mr. Harper joined the May Department Stores Company in 1983 as an analyst in 
accounting at Kaufmann's in Pittsburgh, where he went on to become Assistant Controller. He has held 
roles ranging from Vice-President Controller at L.S. Ayres, Famous-Barr and Hecht’s Department 
Stores to Vice Chairman of Macy’s Midwest in 2006. He moved to New York in 2007 when he was 
appointed President of Macy’s Home Store. Mr. Harper received his B.S. and M.B.A. from the 
University of Pittsburgh. 

DANIEL L. KURTZ is a Partner at Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP, where he heads the 
Exempt Organizations Practice Group. His clients include health care institutions, colleges and 
universities, cultural organizations, social service agencies, religious organizations, trade and 
professional associations, national and international charities, environmental organizations, and others. 
From 1979 to 1985, Mr. Kurtz was the Assistant Attorney General-In-Charge of the Charities Bureau in 
the New York State Attorney General's office. In 2007 he co-taught a course on nonprofit institutions at 
Yale University. He was included in the Best Lawyers in America 2010. He holds an A.B. from Brown 
University and a J.D. from the University of Chicago Law School. 

VANESSA LAU is the Chief Financial Officer of the Global Rolled Products Group for Alcoa, Inc. She is 
in charge of strategic planning, financial reporting and compliance for the group, which has business 
units in the United States, Europe, Russia, China and Australia. Prior to joining Alcoa, Ms. Lau worked 
for McKinsey & Company in London and Hong Kong, where she held various roles in the European 
Corporate Finance & Strategy Practice and the Asia Corporate Finance Practice and Global Energy & 
Materials Practice. She began her career at PricewaterhouseCoopers in London. Ms. Lau is a graduate 
of Wadham College at Oxford University where she received both a B.A. and an M.A. in Mathematics 
and Computation. 

LORI E. LESSER is a Partner at Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP, where she co-heads the firm's East 
Coast intellectual property (IP) transactional practice. She advises on all aspects of IP and technology 
law, including complex corporate transactions, licensing, counseling and litigation in fields including 
media and entertainment, computer software and technology, financial information, consumer 
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products, pharmaceuticals and biotechnology, among others. She has been ranked in Chambers USA 
and The Best Lawyers in America as a practice leader and is included in IP Law & Business Magazine's 
"Top 50 Under 45" US IP Lawyers.  Ms. Lesser is a graduate of Harvard College and Harvard Law 
School. 

GREGORY J. PETERSON is a Partner at PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP in the Transaction Services Group, 
where he is the Global Engagement Partner for three of the firm’s largest private equity clients. During 
his 28 years in accounting he has focused on mergers and acquisitions, including strategic assessments, 
business and financial due diligence, transaction structuring, and pre-and post-merger integration. Mr. 
Peterson sits on the Board of Directors of the Manhattan and Greater New York City Councils for Boy 
Scouts of America and is a Member of the Central Park Conservancy, New York Society of Public 
Accountants and the Consumer’s Union Foundation. He received his B.S. from the University of Illinois 
and his M.B.A. from the University of Texas at Austin. 

KYLE M. SCHOPPMANN is Senior Managing Director of Brokerage Services in the Midtown Manhattan 
office of CB Richard Ellis Group, Inc. Ms. Schoppmann oversees day-to-day sales operations including 
business development and planning, forecasting, training, and performance management for the firm’s 
Midtown operation.  She is also responsible for the strategic planning process for the Tri-State Region 
and chairs CBRE’s Global Law Firm Practice Group. Prior to joining CBRE, she was a consulting 
Partner at IBM. She has also held various sales and marketing positions at the Dow Chemical 
Company. Ms. Schoppmann has a B.S. in Civil Engineering from Duke University and an M.B.A. from 
the University of Michigan. 

DAVID SHAW is the Treasurer at Thomson Reuters, where he is responsible for the corporation’s global 
treasury activities, including capital strategy, capital markets, rating agency communications, risk 
management, pension investments, and banking relationships. Prior to Thomson’s acquisition of 
Reuters, Mr. Shaw managed operational finance activities at Thomson Financial, a $2 billion business 
unit of the Thomson Corporation. Before joining Thomson Reuters, he held various corporate finance 
positions in the Treasurer’s Office of General Motors and worked as a certified public accountant at 
Price Waterhouse. Mr. Shaw graduated from the State University of New York at Albany with a B.S. in 
Accounting and received his M.B.A. in Finance at Columbia Business School. 

BRIAN T. TOLMAN is Managing Principal of STUDIOS Architecture, Inc.’s New York office and a 
member of the firm’s Board of Directors. His practice focuses on both building and interior workspaces 
for civic and commercial clients. His major projects include the New York headquarters for Bloomberg 
LP, IAC and The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, as well as projects for Vornado, Morgan 
Stanley and Liquidnet, Inc. Mr. Tolman participates with STUDIOS in various philanthropic efforts to 
benefit organizations such as the New York Restoration Project, Publicolor and AIA’s Architecture in 
Public Schools programs. A member of the American Institute of Architects and a LEED Accredited 
Professional, Mr. Tolman received a Bachelor of Architecture from the University of Cincinnati.  

CATHINKA WAHLSTROM is a Managing Partner at Accenture, Inc. and is the head of the firm’s New 
York Metro offices. Her work focuses on supporting mergers and acquisitions, business change, 
transformational programs and technology initiatives. Ms. Wahlstrom is a member of the firm’s 
Horizon 2012 team, which focuses on strategy initiatives, and also sits on Accenture’s CEO Advisory 
Council. She serves on the Executive Committee of the New York Swedish-American Chamber of 
Commerce, the board of NPower NY, and provides executive coaching to Robin Hood-supported 
organizations. Ms. Wahlstrom holds a B.A. in Economics and Journalism from Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania and an M.B.A. from the University of California at Davis. 

MARYANN WATSON is Senior Vice President and Director of Corporate Communications at Ruder Finn, 
Inc. (RF). She joined the firm in 2000 and currently oversees the Novartis US corporate reputation 
campaign. During her tenure at RF, Ms. Watson has also worked on branding assignments focusing on 
corporate identity and internal and external brand launches for a client list that includes Friends of the 
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World Food Program, Gerber, Office Depot and Rosetta Genomics. She is an active volunteer for NY 
Cares and a member of the Public Relations Society of America and the American Marketing 
Association. Ms. Watson holds a Bachelor of Business Administration in Marketing from Hofstra 
University. 
 
JOAN WOODWARD is Executive Vice President for Public Policy and head of the Travelers Institute for 
the Travelers Companies, Inc. Ms. Woodward is a member of the company’s Management, Risk and 
Operating Committees and also serves on the Travelers Foundation Board. She joined Travelers in 2008 
from Goldman Sachs, where she was the founding Executive Director of their Global Markets Institute. 
Prior to joining Goldman, Ms. Woodward worked on Capitol Hill for 12 years, serving as Deputy Chief 
of Staff for the U.S. Senate Committee on Finance, as well as Senior Economist for the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Governmental Affairs and the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on the Budget. 
She serves on the Boards of the Bryce Harlow Foundation and the United Cerebral Palsy Foundation of 
Washington, D.C. Ms. Woodward is a graduate of American University, where she received a B.S. in 
Economics and Political Science and an M.A. in Public Administration. 
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